[Ultrasound-guided needle biopsies of thoracic space-occupying lesions].
This study is concerned with the results and experience gained from performing ultrasound-guided needle biopsies of thoracic masses in 56 patients. The accuracy of the biopsy results were related to the certainty of the method, the visibility of the biopsy needle on real time images, the effect of biopsy needle thickness and tumour size. Correct diagnosis was achieved in 84.6%. Inability to see the biopsy needle resulted in only 5.4% of cases and only when using a low frequency transducer (3 MHz). The thickness of the biopsy needle affected the accuracy of the biopsy, since all false negative or inconclusive biopsies resulted from the use of fine calibre needles. There was no significant correlation between tumour size and the accuracy of the biopsy results.